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%f) C 57 ) Abstract: The reading of data from a memory tag to another device, using a memory tag reader, is described. The other device, 
O such 88 ™ A » has an active portion, e.g. a touch screen, which can detect the presence and position of the memory tag reader when 
O brought adjacent to it The memory tag reader, may have the form of a stylus, is brought adjacent to the memory tag and data uploaded 
| nto ^ memory tag reader. The memory tag reader is moved adjacent to the active portion of the other device into a position which 
O identifies location to which the data is to be transferred. The data is then downloaded into that location in the other device. A 
^ similar process is described for downloading data from the other device to the memory tag. Apparatus appropriate to carry out each 
^ stage of these processes is described. 
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3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfcr tab»e relating thereto 
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c^piel is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 



applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
S claims Nos. 24-36, 40-42 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

S no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 24-36, 
40-42 

□ the nucleotide andfcr amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andfcr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not Prided for in Annex C-bis of the Adm.nistrat.ve Instructs. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9,37,38 
10-23,39 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9,37 
38 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-23,37,38,39 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VU Certain defects in the International application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 03/073368 A2 (MICRO-SENSYS GMBH; JURISCH, REINHARD; 

PEITSCH, PETER; JAEGER, SYLVO) 4 September 2003 (2003-09-04) 
D2: EP-A2-0 987 646 (BRADY WORLDWIDE, INC) 22 March 2000 (2000-03-22) 

2 Document D1 discloses a method for transferring data from a memory tag to another 
device, i.e. a computer, by using a pen type RFID tag reader. The reader interacts 
with the touch screen of the computer, which displays on its screen various function 
keys (453). When the tag reader is placed on such a screen location representing a 
key, corresponding data and instructions for RFID communication are transferred 
from the computer to the reader. The reader may then be brought close to a 
transponder for executing the usual RFID operations. Transponder data is transferred 
between the reader and the computer via a wireless link (see Figures 1 1 and 12 with 
the corresponding description). 

Hence, the method according to claim 1 basically differs from the prior art in that the 
location where data from the reader is to be stored in the other device is identified by 
the position on the active portion (e.g. a touch screen) where the reader is placed 
after the read operation. This means, that the user may flexibly determine where the 
read data is moved after having read a tag, while according to D1 it is only possible to 
execute read and store operations that are in advance determined by the host 
computer before the tag is read. 

Document D1 gives no hint to determine the storage location for the read data in the 
host computer as a function of the reader position after the data has been read. 
Therefore, claim 1, and as a consequence also dependent claims 2-9, meet the 
requirements of novelty and inventive step. Industrial applicability is obvious. 

The above reasoning also applies to independent method claim 37, which is of 
similar scope as claim 1 . 

3. Independent method claims 10 and 38 concern data communication from the other 



Form PCT/lSA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/052320 



device (computer) to the tag by means of a reader. Here the functionality is the same 
as in the prior art according to D1 , where the operation is started by touching a 
particular region of the touch screen with the reader. Hence claims 10 and 38 can be 
read on D1 so that their subject-matter lacks novelty. The features added by 
dependent claims 11 to 21 are also known from D1 (see the passages given in the 
search report). 

Independent claims 22 and 39 are directed to a reader alone. Since the functionality 
of inserting data at a location identified by the position of the reader is part of the 
"other device", these claims can also be read on the reader according to D1 . 
Consequently, their subject-matter lacks novelty. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features which are 
known in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble 
(Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the 
characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in documents D1 and D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 
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